MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 4, 2016
Present:
   Terry Hill, Tony Compo, Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Absent:     David Sunnarborg
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Janke made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2016 meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Gerard made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2016 special meeting.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.
Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 51,211.48 (Check #’s 41020-41057) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,416.79.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.

In the interest of public safety, a motion was made by Janke with a second by Gerard to donate $ 100 to the 2016 All Night Graduation Party.  Motion carried.
Marianne Bohren from WLSSD was present to tell the Board about their Combined Heat and Power Energy Project.  The project would allow them to use biogas to create electricity and heat for their facilities. They’re requesting the project be included in the State bonding funds and would like letters of support from their member communities.  A motion was made by Janke with a second by Gerard to support the project and provide a letter.  Motion carried.
A request was received from the Minnesota Extension Office to have a representative from the Thomson Township Community Garden attend a meeting.  They’d like to get input on what works for the area community gardens and what areas need improvement.   Peleski or Janke will attend the meeting and see if there are ideas for getting more community involvement.

Discussion was held on the walking trails on W. Highway 61 and Canosia Road.  There have been snowmobiles using the trails which are posted with “No motorized vehicles” signs.  This is somewhat addressed in the Town’s Park and Recreation ordinance and provides for a penalty not to exceed $ 500 for violations.  This will be referred to legal to review the ordinance and update it as needed.
Discussion was held on upgrading some of the software used by office staff.   One computer will need to be replaced soon.  Staff will get prices and provide it at a future meeting.

A proposal was received from Black Goose Chimney and Duct for the cleaning of the ductwork at the Town Hall.  This was tabled until more information can be obtained.

Joe Jurewicz from MSA was present with plans for the sewer extension on E. Highway 61.   It’s hoped that the project can be advertised for bids in March.   

The application for the DNR coastal grant was submitted in January.  If received, this will help with the costs of updating the comprehensive land use plan.

The Inflow and Infiltration /FOG report will be ready for submittal to WLSSD soon.

The Police Committee will meet on February 25.  The Town will continue to contract for extra patrol until a decision is made regarding the Town’s police department.

The Esko Historical Society provided a plan for the display cases they would like to have in the front entry at the Town Hall.   It will be requested that they downsize the cases and move them closer to the entry door.  A UV film can be placed on the doors with that cost split between the Town and the history group.
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The purchase agreement with Lohse Transfer is still being worked on and will be ready for signatures soon.

Compo sent letters to both Senator Tony Lourey and Representative Mike Sundin regarding the Board’s non-support of the legislative changes being proposed by the Cloquet Area Fire District..

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:26 p.m. by Janke with a second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

