MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

MARCH 5, 2015
Present:
   Terry Hill, Tony Compo, Ruth Janke, David Sunnarborg, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Janke made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Compo made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 22,482.93, (Check #'s 40172 – 40204) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,936.29.  Second by Sunnarborg.  Motion carried.
Members of the local 4-H group were present to ask permission to set up a Little Library at the Town Hall.  The library would hold books for sharing with the public.  They will monitor the books that are in the library.   The Board agreed to allow them space in the entrance area of the Town Hall.
A request for a variance from the Town’s sewer ordinance has been received.  The ordinance requires that each property have an individual hookup to the Town’s main sewer line.  The variance would allow a new residential construction to hook into an existing private low pressure line.   This was referred to the Town’s engineer to look into the State building code requirements.
Peleski presented the 2016 proposed levy as discussed at the previous budget meeting.  The Board will propose a 2.28 % increase from the 2015 levy.

Gerard reported on his efforts in getting legislative support for increasing the weight limits on I-35 so that truck traffic through the town can travel on the freeway.  
Hill reported on an inquiry he received from a resident questioning the need for a local police department.  Hill requested that resident put his concerns in writing so a response can be given.
Compo reported on the recent Joint Sports and Recreation meeting he held.  A motion was made by Compo with a second by Sunnarborg to allocate $ 1,000 to the new youth track program.  This money will be distributed through Esko Community Education.  Motion carried.
Compo also reported that the Esko Hockey Association is experiencing increased utility costs because of the new building constructed by the school district.  They are still looking into grant money options for the construction of a storage facility at the ice rink.

Discussion was held on the money that is levied annual for Community Education and what it is actually used for.  Janke is the liaison to that group and will get more information as well as request the most recent financial statements.

A motion was made at 7:05 p.m. by Compo with a second by Janke to close the regular meeting and open the Board of Audit.  Motion carried.
Peleski presented the 2014 Annual Statement to the Board to review.  All financial records were made available for inspection.

A motion was made by Sunnarborg with a second by Compo to approve the 2014 Annual Statement as presented.  Motion carried.  The financial report will also be reviewed once the annual outside financial audit is completed.

A motion was made at 7:10 p.m. by Gerard with a second by Compo to adjourn the Board of Audit and reopen the regular meeting.  Motion carried
Pritchett provided an update on the parcels along I-35 that were deeded to the town after the completion of I-35.  There are some issues with the process MNDOT used when they gave the parcels to the Town.  Further work needs to be done.

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:20 p.m. by Sunnarborg with a second by Janke.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

