MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

MARCH 19, 2015
Present:
   Terry Hill, Ruth Janke, Tony Compo, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Absent:    Dave Sunnarborg

Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Janke made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting with one correction.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.

Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 41,581.47 (Check #'s 40205 –40238) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,539.67.  Second by Janke.  Motion carried.
February receipts in the amount of $ 63,206.88 and February fund balances were reviewed.

Peleski advised that Board that she is working to provide information to a resident who is inquiring about the paving on East Palkie Road and the breakdown of costs between the Town, the State and Minnesota Power.  East Palkie Road, along with Jay Cooke Road, was designated as a haul road during the construction that took place in Jay Cooke State Park last year.
Peleski advised the Board that Carlton County Transportation Department recently did their annual bridge inspections.  The bridge on East Stark Road over the Midway River is in need of repair.  In discussing the needed repairs with the bridge inspector, it is hoped that the repairs would qualify for funding from the State Town Bridge Fund.

Janke reported that she met with the Esko Community Education Director regarding the money received from the Recreation Fund.  The director will provide the Town with the annual financial statements for Community Education.
Discussion was held on the contract with Friends of Animals.  The Board would still like to know how many animals were picked up and how many animals were licensed thru them in Thomson Township in 2014.   Peleski will contact their Director. 
Juntunen reported that he’s received complaints about firefighters driving too fast while responding to emergency calls.  He has talked to the group again and written a memo reminding them that they need to follow traffic laws.
Discussion was held on at what point a firefighter is actually on duty and when they are covered by the Town’s insurance policy.  Not obeying traffic laws could be a liability for the Town.   This was referred to legal counsel to review the Town’s insurance policy.  Juntunen was also instructed to document the incidences and include a copy in the offenders’ personnel files.
The Annual Fire Department Spring Banquet will be held on Sat., April 25 at the Buffalo House.

Janke reported on Community Education activities.  They are working to replace the sign at the school and an Easter egg hunt is also being planned.

Hill reported that he’s been questioned by a resident regarding the Police Department activities, budget and statistics.  Hill, Peleski, and Officer Foldesi will work to gather the information requested.
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:15 p.m. by Janke with a second by Compo.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

