MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 5, 2016
Present:
   Terry Hill, Tony Compo, Ruth Janke, David Sunnarborg, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Sunnarborg made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 32,095.92 (Check #’s 41232-41264) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,951.08.  Second by Janke.  Motion carried. 
A letter was received from the property owner at 93 E. Highway 61 regarding the possibility of installing an on-site septic system instead of repairing an existing connection to the sanitary sewer line.  After discussion regarding the history of the original sewer hook-up and what the current Town ordinance requires, a motion was made by Janke with a second by Compo to allow the option of installing an on-site septic at that location with the condition that if it fails in the future they would be required to connect to the sanitary sewer line.  The existing sewer line will have to be properly abandoned and capped at the Stillmeadow Court manhole.  The required permits will need to be obtained from Carlton County Zoning Office.   Motion carried.   Sewer charges will stop being applied to this account if and when the damaged line is capped.  
Discussion was held on forty acres in section 15 that can be accessed from Meadowbrook Lane, which is a private road.   A question has been asked regarding improvements that will be needed on Meadowbrook Lane so it can be used as an access for future development.   As on other private roads, no more permits for new home construction will be issued until there is a 66’ road right-of-way, and the road is brought up to Town specifications.  When an application for subdivision is received, the Town engineer will determine what further improvements the road will need, including paving.   Platting will be required for future development.
Discussion was held on the road policy and the need to update it to include the maximum number of houses that can have access from a private road.  The subdivision ordinance will also need to be amended to reference the changes in the road policy.

Two quotes have been received for the application of calcium chloride for dust control.  A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Sunnarborg to award the contract to Tri-City Paving with the low quote of .859 cents per gallon.  Motion carried.   Approximately 80,000 gallons will be used again this year.

A letter was received from Friends of Animals regarding their need for a new facility.  Not action was taken.

Gerard updated the Board on the new playground that’s being installed at Northridge Park in memory of Colten Robertson.  The manufacturer has agreed to donate the playground equipment to Project Heart-to-Heart.  The playground will be installed in the area south of the pavilion that was previously a volleyball court.
Legal counsel has reviewed the amended by-laws for the Firefighters’ Relief Association and did not find any issues with them.  A motion was made by Compo with a second by Sunnarborg to approve the amended by-laws.  Motion carried.
A police committee meeting will be scheduled for May 13.  
Gerard reported that he was recently called by Carlton County dispatch to remove a tree that had fallen on a town road.   Peleski will notify dispatch that these calls should be directed to our road foreman, not a Board Supervisor.

Hill reported on a recent meeting he attended in Hermantown.  The meeting was in regards to ATV trails in the area.
Compo reported on a recent fire department training session which involved burning an abandoned house on E. Palkie Road.
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Peleski reported on a recent variance hearing for a setback issue and also reported on an upcoming variance hearing for a cellular phone tower.
Janke reported on the Carlton County Association of Towns meeting she attended.

A motion was made at 7:50 by Compo with a second by Janke to close the meeting to discuss the proposed sale of four lots in the business park.  Motion carried.

A motion was made at 7:55 by Compo with a second by Sunnarborg to reopen the regular meeting.   Motion carried.

A motion was made by Janke with a second by Gerard to approve the purchase agreement with Old Dominion Freight Line for the sale of four lots in the Esko Business Park.  Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:02 p.m. by Janke with a second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

