MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 7, 2015
Present:
   Terry Hill, Ruth Janke, Dave Sunnarborg, Tony Compo, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Gerard made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.
Compo made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 33,604.71, (Check #'s 40323 – 40370) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 6,243.37.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Mark Petterson from Coates RV was present to discuss with the Board the importance of Minnesota Department of Transportation approving the removal of trees in the I-35 right-of-way.   The increased visibility is essential to Coates RV building their facility at that location.  Connie Christenson from Carlton County Economic Development has submitted an application to MNDOT for the tree removal.   Other parties interested in purchasing lots will also require freeway visibility.  MNDOT is taking the stance that the trees provide a living snow fence and cannot be removed.   A motion was made by Janke with a second by Sunnarborg to approve Resolution # 15-04 in support of the trees being removed.  Motion carried.  A letter will be written to MNDOT Commissioner Charles Zelle expressing the Town Board’s support of the tree removal and concerns if they are not able to be removed.  
Esko Liquor has presented their application for their Carlton County liquor license renewal.  A motion was made by Janke with a second by Gerard to approve the renewal of their off-sale liquor license.  Motion carried.
Two quotes have been received for this year’s dust control.  A motion was made by Sunnarborg with a second by Compo to approve the low quote of .834 cents per gallon for 37% calcium chloride from Tri-City.  Motion carried.

Peleski provided an update to the Board on the purchase of a new plow and sanding truck.  An order has been placed with Astleford International Trucks for a 2016 cab and chassis at a cost of $ 112,009.56.  It will be delivered in August to TowMaster so they can equip it with the plow and sanding equipment.  

A leave of absence has been requested by Jeff Juntunen, Fire Chief, for a period of two months.  He would like to appoint Brent Pykkonen as interim fire chief.  A motion was made by Compo with a second by Janke to approve the leave absence and accept the appointment of Pykkonen as interim chief.  Motion carried.

A request for rezoning has been received from John Koski for his property on Thomson Road.   It is currently zoned business park and he would like it changed to agricultural.  A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Sunnarborg to refer this to planning and zoning.  Motion carried.
Gerard reported that he was contacted by a resident who is concerned about the parking on Thomson Road by Birch Drive.  With vehicles parked by that intersection there is decreased visibility.   Gerard will contact the Carlton County Engineer about limiting parking in that area.

Janke reported on the recent School Board meeting.  

Sunnarborg reported that wood chips will be installed as the base around the playground equipment at Northridge Park.

Discussion was held on blacktopping.  Sunnarborg will bring a recommendation to the Board.

Discussion was held on fats, oils and grease inspections that need to be completed this year at area businesses.

Compo reported that the City of Carlton will be doing the sweeping of the W. Highway 61 walking trail.  There are also several cracks in the Canosia Road trail that need to be filled.
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:25 p.m. by Janke with a second by Sunnarborg.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

