MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 4, 2015
Present:
   Ruth Janke, Dave Sunnarborg, Tony Compo, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Absent:    Terry Hill

Vice-chairperson Janke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Sunnarborg made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 32,600.54, (Check #'s 40401 – 40434) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,831.89.  Second by Compo.  Motion carried.
Phil Lockett from MSA was present to answer questions regarding the task order for putting together the bid packet and advertising for bids for this year’s paving projects.  Discussion was held on the cost of using MSA instead of staff doing the work.  A motion was made by Compo with a second by Gerard to have Sunnarborg, Peleski and David Black meet to determine how to proceed.  Motion carried.

 Results were received from MNDOT for the speed survey they completed on East Harney Road.  They are authorizing the speed to be posted at 45 MPH for the mile between Canosia Road and Church Road.  Peleski will contact Carlton County Transportation to authorize the new signs be installed.  
Compo reported that fire hydrant repairs have been completed and all fire hydrants are now working.  They will now be tested on an annual rotation.

A response has been received from MNDOT regarding the request to have trees moved from the interstate right-of-way by the business park.  They are denying the request at this time but once buildings are constructed in the park, a new application can be submitted.  Compo and Gerard will be meeting with State Representative Mike Sundin at the site to discuss the issue further.

Eric Rish was present to inquire about the list of questions he asked regarding the police department.  He’s received some information but is waiting for additional answers.   Pritchett explained that answers to some of the questions couldn’t be provided because of data privacy.    Rish then asked that reasons be provided for the denial.   A committee has been formed to complete a study of the police department.  They will present the findings to the Town Board at a regular meeting.

Chris Martin was present to ask that the Board consider allowing chickens in areas zoned residential.  Legal counsel will draft an ordinance for the Board to review.  Martin and other residents will also be given the opportunity to give input before a public hearing is scheduled.
The term for Ruth Janke as WLSSD representative for Carlton County will be expiring.  The election will be held on June 17 at the Carlton County Courthouse.  Janke is willing to serve in that position again.  Peleski will represent the Town and cast all six votes for Janke.

Gerard reported on the ditching issues along Marks Road.   He is working with the Carlton County Soil and Water Conservation District to solve the problems by the Midway River Bridge.

There are some STOP signs that are faded and need replacing on township roads.   Peleski will contact Carlton County Transportation to see if they will order the signs.  Town staff can do the installations.

The flag at the Town Hall is tattered and needs to be replaced.

The Road and Bridge department is hauling gravel in preparation for calcium chloride to be applied.  
Sunnarborg reported that the outside insulation at the Town Hall needs to be repaired.  
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Sunnarborg and Janke will be working on completing FOG inspections at local businesses.

Compo reported that the results are back from the Insurance Service Office review that was completed for the fire department last fall.  The fire rating was increased.  The fire department officers met along with Supervisor Hill to review the results.  It’s felt that there were areas where full credit wasn’t given.  A letter will be written with additional information given.  It’s hoped that after further review the previous fire rating can be maintained.

Discussion was held on the position of Zoning Official.  Peleski is currently assigned those duties but it can take up a great deal of time.   A job description will be developed for review.

Pritchett presented an updated purchase agreement that has been signed by a buyer of three lots in the Business Park. 

Peleski will have Chairperson Hill sign the document and return it to Pritchett so a closing date can be scheduled.   
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:55 p.m. by Sunnarborg with a second by Compo.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Ruth Janke, Vice-chairperson

Town of Thomson

