MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JULY 7, 2016
Present:
   Terry Hill, Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Leah Pykkonen, Sara Jankofsky
Absent:
   Tony Compo, Dave Sunnarborg, Rhonda Peleski, Dave Pritchett
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Gerard made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Janke.  Motion carried.
Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 41,545.51 (Check #’s  41350 - 41393  ) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $10,572.79.  Second by Janke.  Motion carried. 
A request was received to extend the Purchase Agreement with Old Dominion until July 22nd.  A motion to approve the extension was made by Janke.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
A current listing of available Election Judges to be appointed for the Primary Election was presented.  A motion to appoint the names listed was made by Gerard.  Second by Janke.  Motion carried.

A request to raise the wage paid to Election Judges to $10.00/hour was presented to the Board.  With Janke as a current election judge, and no quorum present with only two remaining board members to vote, this item was tabled until a full Board is present.
A Cable TV Franchise Renewal contract was presented.  Present Board members did not feel comfortable approving until they had additional time to go over the contract.  Item tabled.

A Harmony Drive resident was in attendance to present a petition for the paving of Harmony Drive.  A motion was made by Janke with a second by Gerard to accept the petition.  Motion carried.   An estimate will be obtained for the project.
Janke gave an update on the West Riverside Road repairs following the completion of the updated WLSSD pump station.  No cost estimates are available at this time.
Discussion was held on possible crack-filling and patching locations throughout the Township.  

Pykkonen provided an update from Joe Jurewicz from MSA on the projects he is working on.  


The business park wetland delineation field work is done.  He’s working with the potential buyer on 
providing coordinated storm water design information.  

  
The Highway 61 sewer extension is substantially complete as of the inspection on June 24th.  


He is currently waiting for an opinion from  legal counsel regarding ownership and maintenance 
responsibility of 
the Esko of Midway retention pond and the culvert on Maple Drive prior to any repairs 
being done.

The culvert survey field work is complete.  A progress report is due by July 15th.  


MSA is reviewing sewer televising videos and will have a summary prepared for the next meeting with


 recommendations on any work that may be needed.

Janke inquired if notifications had been sent to known violators raising chickens in Residential Zones.  Also questioned how neighboring communities handle chickens and what their ordinances are.
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Gerard inquired about the Larson Lane gate issue.  Who is paying for this gate?  Who is installing this gate?  When is it going up?  Compo will be asked to obtain estimates.  

Gerard reported that the Colton Robertson Memorial Playground construction broke ground on July 6th with completion to be by July 8th.  The area will be roped off until the dedication ceremony on Saturday, July 16th.    Gerard will order an additional port-a-potty for this event.

Hill reported on a joint meeting that he and Peleski had with Esko School Superintendant, Aaron Fischer regarding water use by the district.  Hill and Peleski will also be meeting with the City of Cloquet representatives regarding water use.

Jankofsky will soon be forwarding a draft of the law enforcement contract with Carlton County for review.

Pykkonen reported on the MATO Short Course training that she and Peleski attended.
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:08 p.m. by Gerard with a second by Janke.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Pykkonen, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

