MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

JULY 16, 2015
Present:
   Ruth Janke, Dave Sunnarborg, Bill Gerard, Rhonda Peleski, David Pritchett
Absent:     Terry Hill, Tony Compo

Vice-chairperson Janke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Gerard made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Sunnarborg.  Motion carried.

Gerard made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 151,749.00  (Check #'s 40500-40533) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 5,856.16.  Second by Sunnarborg.  Motion carried.
June receipts in the amount of $ 27,547.63 and June fund balances were reviewed.

A letter was received from Friends of Animals requesting clarification of what should be done with monies they collect from the sale of pet licenses.   Peleski will notify them that the funds should be turned over to the Town of Thomson.

A thank you note was received from the Esko Class of 2015 for the Town’s donation to the post-graduation party.

A letter was received from the Insurance Services Office (ISO) stating that the plans for retaining our ISO fire protection rating are sufficient to do so.   The improvements and revisions will need to be implemented by May 16, 2016.
Bob Draeger was present from the fire department relief association to report on the results of the annual financial audit.  
The repair work on State Highway 210 thru Jay Cooke State Park will begin soon.   An informational meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 21 at the old Thomson City Hall.  Sunnarborg and Gerard will attend.

Rob McCabe and Joe Raisinen were present to request that Laitinen Drive be taken over by the Town as a township road.    They’ve completed all of the upgrades that were requested.   David Black, Road Foreman, has inspected the road.   More gravel needs to be brought in and the road needs to be graded.   Black will work with McCabe and Raisinen to finish that work.   A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Sunnarborg to accept Laitinen Drive as a Township road to be maintained by Town of Thomson.  Motion carried.   A letter will be written to outline the terms of acceptance and to clarify the issuance of future new home construction permits for that road.
Joe Jurewicz from MSA was present to provide the results of the recent bid opening for paving projects that are being proposed for this year.    For the Korby Road and Ridge Road overlays, one bid was received for each project from Ulland Brothers.  After review a motion was made by Sunnarborg with a second by Gerard to award the Korby Road Alternate A portion of the bid to Ulland in the amount of $ 59,156.50.  Motion carried.  Because the Alternate B quote was higher than anticipated, that work will not be done this year.

Two bids were received for the paving of Erkkila Road.  After review and discussion a motion was made by Sunnarborg with a second by Gerard to award the Erkkila Road paving project to the low bidder, KGM Contractors, in the amount of $ 353,261.00.  Motion carried.

The sale of two lots in the Esko Business Park to Lohse Transfer was completed on July 13.   
A purchase agreement is in place for the sale of three lots to Brown-Wilbert.  That sale should be completed soon.  A motion was made by Gerard with a second by Sunnarborg authorizing the execution of all documents needed in the sale of lots to Brown-Wilbert to be completed by the Chair or Vice-chair and Clerk.  Motion carried.
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A meeting with MNDOT representatives was held at the Esko Business Park to discuss the request to remove trees from the I-35 right-of-way.  The Carlton County Transportation Department survey crew located the corners of each billboard outlot for the Town.

A heating / cooling contractor will be contacted to look at the system at the town hall.

Eric Rish was present to follow up on his request for information regarding the police department.
A motion to adjourn was made at 7:33 p.m. by Sunnarborg with a second by Gerard.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted, 

Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Ruth Janke, Vice-chairperson

Town of Thomson

