MINUTES
TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 1, 2016
Present:
   Terry Hill, Ruth Janke, Bill Gerard, Tony Compo, Rhonda Peleski, Sara Jankofsky
Absent:
   Dave Sunnarborg
Chairperson Hill called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Board Room at the Town Hall.

Janke made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried.
Compo made a motion to approve the current vouchers in the amount of $ 21,459.96 (Check #’s  41496 - 41522 ) to pay payroll and due bills and electronic payments in the amount of $ 6,307.77.  Second by Gerard.  Motion carried. 
The paving of the roads in the Business Park  is out for bids.  They will be opened on Sept, 13 to be reviewed by the Board at the Sept. 15 meeting.

 The law enforcement committee will meet on September 9 to review the proposed agreement with the Carlton County Sheriff’s Department for police coverage.
The driveway on Larson Road where a gate will be installed first needs to be surveyed.   MSA will have their survey person do the work when he’s in the area.
WLSSD will hold a hearing on Thursday, Sept 15 to take public comment on a proposed ordinance change regarding inflow and infiltration (I &I).  The changes would require that any building that’s being sold or transferred would need to be inspected for I & I and a certificate of compliance be issued.   All municipalities would be responsible for the inspections.   The Town’s engineer will represent the Town at the hearing and express the concerns with the amendment.
Two STAR grant applications have been submitted to the DNR for review.  One would help cover the costs of updating the comprehensive land use plan.  The other is for updating the facilities at Northridge Park.

The water at Northridge Park has not passed the MN Department of Health testing this year and has not been drinkable.    Since it’s so late in the year, the water and well will be sterilized in the spring.

The refrigerator in the community room has not been working since early August.   It was purchased two years ago and is no longer under warranty.  Peleski has been in contact with Whirlpool and they will not assist with the cost of the repairs.  Daugherty Appliance will contact their sales representative to see if there is anything that can be done.  The repairs are estimated at just over $1,000.  

Jankofsky has been working on the easement for the drainage culvert on Maple Drive that is need of repair.
The road crew continues to work on E. Stark Road to prepare it for blacktopping next year.

At 7:00 p.m. a motion was made by Gerard with a second by Janke to adjourn the regular meeting and open the assessment hearing for completion of paving on Harmony Drive.  Motion carried.

The residents of Harmony Drive previously petitioned the Town Board to have the second layer of blacktop laid on Harmony Drive in Serenity Woods Subdivision.

Five residents were present at the hearing.  One resident sent an email in support of the project.  

Three quotes were received for the project with the low quote coming from Kiminski Paving. 

Discussion was held on the project including what the assessment amount would be for each benefitted parcel.   Discussion was also held on what parcels would be included in the assessment.   Two parcels not in the subdivision will also benefit from the paving.  
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One resident stated that he paid for paving when he purchased his lot, before the developer went bankrupt.   

A hand count was taken of the residents present and those that had emailed.  Four residents were for the project with two unsure or opposed.

The assessment process was explained.  It would be a ten year assessment on the property taxes at 8% interest.   The assessment can be paid in full at any time.

The decision was made to include 14 properties in the project but the Town would cover the amount for the existing house on Martha Drive.  This would lower the other assessments to approximately $ 2,350 per parcel.

A motion to close the hearing and reconvene the regular meeting was made at 7:22 p.m. by Gerard with a second by Janke.   Motion carried.

A motion was made by Janke with a second by Compo to proceed with the laying of the second lift of blacktop on Harmony Drive with the project costs to be assessed to the property owners.  Motion carried.

A question was asked regarding the Town’s policy to not allow a garage to be built without a primary residence first.  It was explained that if a letter, stating that the primary residence will be built within two years, is included in the building permit application, the garage application would most likely be approved. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 7:26 p.m. by Gerard with a second by Janke.  Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonda Peleski, Clerk/Treasurer



Terry Hill, Chairperson

Town of Thomson

